
BOOK LIST FOR A & E STUDENTS 
 
FICTION 
 
Alcott, Louisa May, Little Women 
       Fictionalized account of the author's family life as she  and her sisters grew up and 
developed their very different  personalities. 
 
Alexander, Lloyd, Chronicles of Prydain: The Book of Three, The Black Cauldron, 
The Castle of Llyr, Taran Wanderer, and The High King 
Alexander’s adventure-packed version of The Mabinogian, the Welsh epic tale. 
 
Alvarez, Julia, Before We Were Free. 
      In the early 1960s in the Dominican Republic, twelve-year-old Anita learns that her 
family is involved in the underground movement to end the bloody rule of the dictator, 
 General Trujillo. 

Alvarez, Julia, In the Time of Butterflies. 1994. 
Dede, the only survivor of the four Mirabel sisters, code named Mariposas or butterflies, 
reveals their role in the liberation of the Dominican Republic from the dictator Trujillo. 

Anderson, Laurie Halse, Fever 1793.      

  In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook,  separated from her sick mother, 
learns about perseverance and  self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors 
of a  yellow fever epidemic. 

Anderson, Laurie Halse,  Speak. 

      A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's 
freshman year in high school.  

Austen, Jane, Emma, 

“Clueless” in Regency era England. 

Austen, Jane, Pride and Prejudice. 

The four Bennett sisters learn about life and love in Regency England. 

Bagdasarian, Adam, The Forgotten Fire 

      The story of how Vahan Kenderian survived the Turkish  massacre of the Armenians 
in 1915. 

Barron, Stephanie, Jane and the Unpleasantness at Scargrave Manor. 



Jane Austen as author and detective in the first book in a continuing series of Regency era 
murder mysteries that involve the Austens and their extended family. 
 
Barron, T.A. The Lost Years of Merlin 
 
      A young boy who has no identity or memory of his past washes ashore on the 
coast of Wales and finds his true name after a series of fantastic adventures. 
 
Bauer, Joan Hope was Here 
 
       When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move from Brooklyn to 
Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as a waitress, they become involved with the diner 
owner's political campaign to oust the town's corrupt mayor. 
 
Baum. L. Frank, The Wizard of Oz 
Dear Auntie Em, Hate Kansas. Love you. Taking the dog. Love, Dorothy 
 
Blackwood, Gary Shakespeare's Scribe 
 
      In plague-ridden 1602 England, a fifteen-year-old orphan boy, who has become an 
apprentice actor, goes on the road with Shakespeare's troupe, and finds out more about 
his parents along the way.  

Blackwood, Gary The Shakespeare Stealer  
Poor Widge is compelled by his master to use his ability to transcribe in shorthand - in 
order to steal Mr. Shakespeare's play Hamlet! 

Blackwood, Gary L. Year of the Hangman. 
       In 1777, having been kidnapped and taken forcibly from  England to the American 
colonies, fifteen-year-old Creighton  becomes part of developments in the political unrest 
there that  may spell defeat for the patriots and change the course of history. 
 
Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451 
This is Bradbury's best-known novel. The science fiction tale concerns censorship and 
anti-intellectualism, carried on in an alternate society that conducts huge book burnings 
as part of the social agenda. 
 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker, For Freedom: The Story of a French Spy. 
 
       Despite the horrors of World War II, a French teenager pursues her dream of 
becoming an opera singer, which takes her to places where she gains information about 
what the Nazis are doing--information that the French Resistance needs. 
 
Brashares, Ann. The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 
       During their first summer apart, four teenage girls, best friends since earliest 
childhood, stay in touch through a shared pair of secondhand jeans that magically adapts 
to each of their figures and affects their attitudes to their different summer experiences. 



 
Brashares, Ann, The Second Summer of the Sisterhood. 
 
        A sequel to "The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants" in which the four girls, now 
sixteen, embark on another summer of travels and life lessons charmed by a shared pair 
of seemingly magical thrift-store jeans. 
 
Brooks, Martha, True Confessions of a Heartless Girl, 
      A confused seventeen-year-old girl, a single mother and her young son, two elderly 
women, and a sad and lonely man, with their own individual tragedies to bear, come 
together in a small Manitoba town and find a way to a better future.  
 
Carbone, Elisa, Storm Warriors. 
      In 1895, after his mother's death, twelve-year-old Nathan moves with his father and 
grandfather to Pea Island off the coast of North Carolina, where he hopes to join the all-
black crew at the nearby lifesaving station, despite his father's objections. 
 
Card, Orson Scott, Ender's Shadow. 
      Tells the life story of Ender's best friend and right-hand man, Bean, and how they 
prepared for the final battle for Earth against the dreaded "Buggers." 
 
Carroll, Lewis, Alices’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass, 
Carroll’s intrepid heroine of the underground finds a strange collection of characters and 
adventures on her travels. 
 
Christie, Agatha,  Death on the Nile. 
 
     Detective Hercule Poirot takes a vacation on a cruise on the Nile, but has an uneasy 
feelings that something is dangerously amiss. 
 
Christopher, John, The White Mountains. 
 
      Will, Henry, and Beanpole seek out an underground shelter built by the Ancients 
hundreds of years ago. There they hide from the Tripods who have conquered Earth and 
are enslaving the humans. They escape to join the mountian men to fight for their 
priceless freedom. Fresh and interesting science fiction.  
 
 
Clarke, Arthur. Childhood's End. 

Enormous spaceships arrive at Earth and hover over Earth's major cities. Contained in 
these ships are an advanced race of star travellers known as the Overlords. Their task is to 
prevent mankind from destroying themselves and to see them into their next phase. 
Initially (for the first fifty years of their rule of Earth) they hide themselves away from a 
human race not ready to see them, communicating through the Secretary General of the 
United Nations.  



 
Coman, Carolyn Many Stones 
      After her sister Laura is murdered in South Africa, Berry and her estranged father 
travel there to participate in the dedication of a memorial in her name. 
 
Cooper, Susan, The Dark is Rising 
      On his eleventh birthday Will Stanton discovers that he is the last of the Old Ones, 
destined to seek the six magical Signs that will enable the Old Ones to triumph over the 
evil forces of the Dark. Greenwitch, The Grey King, Over Sea, Under Stone, and 
Silver on the Tree follow this first book. 
 
 
Cormier, Robert. The Rag and Bone Shop. 
      Trent, an ace interrogator from Vermont, works to procure a confession from an 
introverted twelve-year-old accused of murdering his seven-year-old friend in 
Monument, Massachusetts. 
 
Creech, Sharon The Wanderer 
 
        Thirteen-year-old Sophie and her cousin Cody record their  transatlantic crossing 
aboard the Wanderer, a forty-five sailboat, which, along with uncles and another cousin, 
is enroute to visit their grandfather in England. 
 
Dessen, Sarah Dreamland 
After her older sister runs away, sixteen-year-old Cailtlin decides that she needs to make 
a major change in her own life and begins an abusive relationship with a boy who is 
mysterious, brilliant and dangerous. 
 
Deuker, Carl Night Hoops 
       While trying to prove that he is good enough to be on his  high school's varsity 
basketball team, Nick must also deal with  his parents' divorce and the erratic behavior of 
a troubled  classmate who lives across the street. 
 
 
Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man. 1952. 
A young African American seeking identity during his high school and college days, and 
later in New York's Harlem, relates his terrifying experiences. 
 
Ende, Michael, The Neverending Story 
       Shy, awkward Bastian is amazed to discover that he has become a character in the 
mysterious book he is reading and that he has an important mission to fulfill. 
 
Farmer, Nancy, The Ear, the Eye and the Arm. 
       In 2194 in Zimbabwe, General Matsika's three children are  kidnapped and put to 
work in a plastic mine, while three mutant  detectives use their special powers to search 
for them. 
 



Farmer, Nancy. The House of the Scorpion. 
       In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys  special status as the young 
clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old  leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between 
Mexico and the  United States. 
 
 
Ferris, Jean. Of Sound Mind. 
     Tired of interpreting for his deaf family and resentful of their reliance on him, high 
school senior Theo finds support and understanding from Ivy, a new student who also has 
a deaf parent. 
 
Ferris, Jean. Once Upon a Marigold. 
       A young man with a mysterious past and a penchant for inventing things leaves the 
troll who raised him, meets an unhappy princess he has loved from afar, and discovers a 
plot against her and her father.  
 
 
Fienberg, Anna Borrowed Light 
 
      A sixteen-year-old feels alienated from her family while struggling with the difficult 
decisions surrounding her unplanned pregnancy. 
 
Fleischman, Paul. Seek. 
     Rob becomes obsessed with searching the airwaves for his long-gone father, a radio 
announcer. 
 
Frank, E. R. America 
 
       Teenage America, a not-black, not-white, not-anything boy  who has spent many 
years in institutions for disturbed, antisocial behavior, tries to piece his life together.  
 
 
Frank, E. R., Friction 
     When a new girl at the private school Alex attends starts rumors about Alex's favorite 
teacher, Alex and her eighth-grade classmates are not sure how to act around him or with 
one another. 
 
 
Fredericks, Mariah, The True Meaning of Cleavage 
 
      When Jess and Sari, best friends since seventh grade, begin their freshman year of 
high school and Sari becomes obsessed with a senior boy, Jess wonders if their friendship 
will survive. 
 
Gaiman, Neil Stardust 



In the sleepy English countryside, at the dawn of the Victorian Era, there is a tiny town 
called Wall—so named for the imposing stone barrier that separated the village from an 
adjacent meadow.  Armed sentries guarded the sole gap in the wall.  Young Tristan 
Thorn has vowed to retrieve a fallen star and deliver it to his beloved—an oath that sends 
the lovelorn swain over the ancient wall, and into a world that is strange beyond 
imagining. 
 
Gaines, Ernest, A Lesson Before Dying. 1993. 
When Jefferson's attorney states, "I would just as soon put a hog in the electric chair as 
this," disillusioned teacher Grant Wiggins is sent into the penitentiary to help this slow 
learner gain a sense of dignity and self-esteem before his execution. 
 
 
Giff, Patricia Reilly. Pictures of Hollis Woods 
      A troublesome twelve-year-old orphan, staying with an elderly artist who needs her, 
remembers the only other time she was happy in a foster home, with a family that truly 
seemed to care about her.  
 
 
Going, K. L., Fat Kid Rules the World 
       Seventeen-year-old Troy, depressed, suicidal, and weighing nearly 300 pounds, gets 
a new perspective on life when a homeless teenager who is a genius on guitar wants Troy 
to be the drummer in his rock band.  
 
 
Goodman, Alison, Singing the Dogstar Blues 
      In a future Australia, the saucy eighteen-year-old daughter of a famous newscaster 
and a sperm donor teams up with a hermaphrodite from the planet Choria in a time travel 
adventure that may significantly change both of their lives. 
 
Griffin, Adele. Amandine. 
       Her first week at a new school, shy, plain Delia befriends Amandine, not anticipating 
the dangerous turns their friendship would take.  
 
 
Haruf, Kent Plainsong 
      Guthrie, a high school teacher left alone to raise his two young sons, becomes 
involved in the lives of Victoria, a homeless, pregnant teenager, and two elderly 
bachelors.  
 
 
Heneghan, James. The Grave. 
      Thirteen-year-old Tom, an unhappy foster child in Liverpool, falls into a massive 
open grave and is transported to   Ireland in 1847, where he finds himself in the midst of 
the deadly potato famine. 
 



Herbert, Frank. Dune.  
 Set on the desert planet Arrakis, DUNE is the story of the boy Paul Atreides, who 
becomes the mysterious man known as Muad’Dib.   He avenges the traitorous plot 
against his noble family and brings to fruition humankind’s most ancient and unattainable 
dream. 
 
Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot. 
      Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's 
attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.  
 
 
Hoffman, Alice , Green Angel 
      Haunted by grief and by her past after losing her family in a fire, fifteen-year-old 
Green retreats into her ruined garden as she struggles to survive emotionally and 
physically on her own. 
 
Hoffman, Mary,  Stravaganza: City of Stars 
While sick in bed with cancer, Lucien begins making journeys to a place in a parallel 
world that resembles Venice, Italy, and he becomes caught up in the political intrigues 
 surrounding the Duchessa who rules the city. 
 
Holt, Kimberly Willis,  Keeper of the Night, 
      Isabel, a thirteen-year-old girl living on the island of Guam, and her family try to 
cope with the death of Isabel's mother, who committed suicide. 
 
Holt, Kimberly Willis,  My Louisiana Sky  
Set in rural 1950s Louisiana, twelve-year-old Tiger has some tough times growing up 
with her grandmother dying and trying to accept her mentally handicapped parents. 
 
Holt, Kimberly Willis, When Zachary Beaver came to Town 
 
       During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year-old Toby and his 
best friend Cal meet the star of a sideshow act, 600-pound Zachary, the fattest boy in the 
world. 
 
Isaacs, Anne Torn Thread 
        Polish Jews struggle to survive life in the ghetto and then in a Nazi work camp. 
 
Jimenez, Francisco. Breaking Through. 
       Having come from Mexico to California ten years ago, fourteen-year-old Francisco 
is still working in the fields but fighting to improve his life and complete his education. 
 
Jimenez, Francisco The Circuit: Stories from the life-migrant child  
Panchito's longing for a permanent home, time to attend school, and hope for his family's 
future makes this memoir/short story collection an emotionally charged read. 
 
Jotrdan, Sherryl, The Hunting of the Last Dragon  



       In England in 1356, as a monk records his every word, a young peasant tells of his 
journey with a young Chinese noblewoman to St. Alfric's Cove and the lair of a dragon.  
 
 
Jordan, Sherryl. Secret Sacrament. 
      A disturbing incident when he is only seven years old foreshadows the role Gabriel 
will play in the relations between his Navorran people and the Shinali, a role that is 
solidified when he becomes an Elected One and trains to be a healer. 
 
Kerr, M. E., Gentlehands 
      After meeting and falling in love, Buddy Boyle and wealthy Skye Pennington learn of 
a long-buried secret concerning Buddy's rich German grandfather that changes their 
feelings about each other forever and rocks their small Long Island community.  
 

King, Laurie R. The Beekeeper's Apprentice, or, on the Segregation of the 
Queen. 1994. 
Retired Sherlock Holmes meets his intellectual match in 15-year-old Mary Russell, who 
challenges him to investigate yet another case. 

 
Klass, David. You Don't Know Me. 
      Fourteen-year-old John creates alternative realities in his mind as he tries to deal with 
his mother's abusive boyfriend, his crush on a beautiful, but shallow classmate and other 
problems at school.  
 
 
Konigsburg, E. L. Silent to the Bone 
       When he is wrongly accused of gravely injuring his baby half-sister, thirteen-year-
old Branwell loses his power of speech and only his friend Connor is able to reach him 
and uncover the truth about what really happened.  
 
 
Lawrence, Iain Ghost Boy 
Unhappy in a home seemingly devoid of love, a fourteen-year-old albino boy who thinks 
of himself as Harold the Ghost runs away to join the circus, where he works with the 
elephants and searches for a sense of who he is. 
 
Lawrence, Iain. The Smugglers. 
       In eighteenth century England, after his father buys a schooner called the Dragon, 
sixteen-year-old John sets out to sail from Kent to London and becomes involved in a 
dangerous smuggling scheme. 
 
Lawrence, Iain The Wreckers 
Fourteen-year-old John Spencer's first sea voyage with his father ends in shipwreck, 
mayhem, and murder. 



 
Levine, Gail Carson. Dave at Night. 
     When orphaned Dave is sent to the Hebrew Home for Boys where he is treated 
cruelly, he sneaks out at night and is welcomed into the music- and culture-filled world of 
the Harlem Renaissance. 
 

.Mason, Bobbi Ann. In Country. 1985. 
After her father is killed in the Vietnam War, Sam Hughes lives with an uncle whom she 
suspects suffers from the effects of Agent Orange, and struggles to come to terms with 
the war's impact on her family. 

 
Mazer, Norma Fox. When She Was Good.  
The death of her abusive, manipulative older sister prompts seventeen-year-old Em to 
remember their life together, with their parents and then later on their own. 
 
 
McCormick, Patricia. Cut. 
       While confined to a mental hospital, thirteen-year-old  Callie slowly comes to 
understand some of the reasons behind her self-mutilation, and gradually starts to get 
better.  
 
 
McDonald, Joyce. Shades of Simon Gray. 
 
      Seventeen-year-old Simon lies in a coma, finding his space and time overlapping with 
that of a man who was lynched over 200 years ago, while a member of the cheating ring 
he has been helping wonders if their actions have caused the plagues assaulting their New 
Jersey town. 
 

McKinley, Robin. Beauty. 1978. 
Love is the only key to unlocking a curse and transforming the Beast into a man. 

 
McKinley, Robin. Hero and the Crown 
      Aerin, with the guidance of the wizard Luthe and the help of the Blue Sword, wins 
the birthright due her as the daughter of the Damarian king and a witchwoman of the 
mysterious, demon-haunted North.  
 
Meyer, L. A. – Bloody Jack: Being an Account of the Curious Adventures of Mary 
“Jacky” Faber, Ship’s Boy, 
     Reduced to begging and thievery in the streets of London, a thirteen-year-old orphan 
disguises herself as a boy and connives her way onto a British warship set for high sea 
adventure in search of pirates. 
 



 
Mikaelsen, Ben. Touching Spirit Bear. 
      After Cole's anger erupts into violence, he avoids going to prison by agreeing to 
participate in a sentencing alternative based on the native American Circle Justice,  and 
he is sent to a remote Alaskan Island where an encounter with a huge Spirit Bear changes 
his life. 
 
Mori, Kyoko. Shizuko's Daughter. 1993. 
In the years following her mother's suicide, Yuki develops the inner strength to cope with 
her distant father, her resentful stepmother, and her haunting, painful memories. 
 
Morris, Gerald, The Squire’s Tale 
       In medieval England, fourteen-year-old Terence finds his tranquil existence suddenly 
changed  when he becomes the squire of the young Gawain of Orkney and  accompanies 
him on a long quest, proving Gawain's worth as a  knight and revealing an important 
secret about his own true identity. 
 
Morris, Gerald, The  Squire, His Knight, & His Lady 
       After several years at King Arthur's court,  Terence, as Sir Gawain's squire and 
friend, accompanies him on a perilous quest that tests all their skills and whose successful 
completion could mean certain death for Gawain. Sequel to The Squire’s Tale. 
 
Morris, Gerald The Savage Damsel and the Dwarf 
 
       Lynet, a feisty young woman, journeys to King Arthur's  court in order to find a 
champion to rescue her beautiful older  sister, and she is joined in her quest by a clever 
dwarf and a  bold kitchen knave, neither of whom are what they seem. Sequel to The 
Squire, His Knight and His Lady. 
 
Morris, Gerald, Parsifal’s Page 
      In medieval England, eleven-year-old Piers' dream comes true when he becomes page 
to Parsifal, a peasant whose quest for knighthood reveals important secrets about both of 
their families.  
 
Morris, Gerald, Ballad of Sir Dinadan 
      Though he would rather pursue his talent as a musician, eighteen-year-old Dinadan is 
forced to follow his older brother Tristram's path and become a knight. 
 
 
Mosher, Richard. Zazoo. 
       Amid old secrets revealed and rifts healed, a thirteen-year-old Vietnamese orphan 
raised in rural France by  her aging "Grand-Pierre" learns about life, death, and love. 
 
Murphy, Rita Night Flying 



       As the time for her solo flight on the sixteenth birthday  approaches, Georgia begins 
to question the course of her life  and her relationships with the other women in her 
unusual  family. 
 
Naidoo, Beverly, Out of Bounds: Seven Stories of Conflict and Hope, 
 
        Seven stories, spanning the time period from 1948 to 2000, chronicle the 
experiences of young people from different races and ethnic groups as they try to cope 
with the restrictions placed on their lives by South Africa's apartheid laws. 
 
 
 Namioka, Lensey Ties That Bind, Ties That Break 
 
     Ailin's life takes a different turn when she defies the traditions of upper class Chinese 
society by refusing to have her feet bound. 
 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds, Blizzard’s Wake, 
       In March of 1941, when a severe blizzard suddenly hits Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
a girl trying to save her stranded father and brother inadvertently helps a man who killed 
her mother four years before.  
 
 
Nix, Garth. Lirael. 
       When a dangerous necromancer threatens to unleash a  long-buried evil, Lirael and 
Prince Sameth are drawn into a battle to save the Old Kingdom and reveal their true 
destinies.  Sequel to Sabriel. 
 
Nix, Garth Sabriel 
       Sabriel, daughter of the necromancer Abhorsen, must journey  into the mysterious 
and magical Old Kingdom to rescue her father  from the Land of the Dead. 
 
 
Nolan, Han. Dancing on the Edge.  
After her psychic grandmother tells her that her father has melted, Miracle McCloy, 
obsessed with finding him, sets out in search of self and the truth. 
 
Park, Linda Sue. A Single Shard. 
        Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea,  lives under a bridge in a 
potters' village, and longs to learn  how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself. 
 
Park, Linda Sue, When My Name Was Keoko: A Novel of Korea in World War II. 
      With national pride and occasional fear, a brother and sister face the increasingly 
oppressive occupation of Korea by Japan during World War II, which threatens to 
suppress Korean culture entirely.  
 
 



Peck, Richard. Fair Weather 
 
      In 1893, thirteen-year-old Rosie and members of her family travel from their Illinois 
farm to Chicago to visit Aunt Euterpe and attend the World's Columbian Exposition 
which, along with an encounter with Buffalo Bill and Lillian Russell, turns out to be a 
life-changing experience for everyone. 
 
Peck, Richard, A Long Way From Chicago, 
Two city kids, Joey and Mary Alice, spent a week each summer with their eccentric 
grandmother in a little, rural Illinois town filled with characters. 
 
Peck, Richard A Year Down Yonder 
 
       During the recession of 1937, fifteen-year-old Mary Alice is sent to live with her 
feisty, larger-than-life grandmother in rural Illinois and comes to a better understanding 
of this fearsome woman.  
 
 
Peters, Julie Anne Define "Normal" 
When she agrees to meet with Jasmine as a peer counselor at their middle school, 
Antonia never dreams that this girl with the black lipstick and pierced eyebrow will end 
up helping her deal with the serious problems she faces at home and become a good 
friend. 
 
Philbrick, Rodman The Last Book in the Universe 
 
       After an earthquake has destroyed much of the planet, an epileptic teenager 
nicknamed Spaz begins the heroic fight to bring human intelligence back to the Earth of a 
distant future. 

Plum-Ucci, Carol The Body of Christopher Creed 

      Christopher Creed, the class punching bag, vanished.  Sixteen- year-old Torey Adams 
tries to discover the truth.  

Plummer, Louise A Dance for Three 

       When fifteen-year-old Hannah becomes pregnant and her rich, popular boyfriend 
claims he is not responsible, she is forced to face some hard facts about her life. 

Price, Susan. The Sterkarm Handshake 
       Having traveled to a sixteenth century border clan in  England through a tunnel 
created by a twenty-first century company, Andrea must decide in which era she will live. 
 
Pullman, Phillip Golden Compass 
Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other 
kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North. 



His Dark Materials, Book One. 
 
Pullman, Philip. The Subtle Knife.  
Will and Lyra are pulled into a parallel world, where they must fight the shadowy 
specters, as angels and witches aid them in their quest for the truth about dust. His Dark 
Materials, Book Two. 
 
Pullman, Philip. The Amber Spyglass. 
  Lyra and Will find themselves at the center of a battle between the forces of the 
Authority and those gathered by Lyra's father, Lord Asriel. His Dark Materials, Book 
Three. 
 
Rees, Celia. Witch Child. 
 
      In 1659, fourteen-year-old Mary Newbury keeps a journal of her voyage from 
England to the New World and her experiences living as a witch in a community of 
Puritans near Salem, Massachusetts. 
 
 
Rennison, Louise Angus Thongs and Full-frontal Snogging 
 
 
       Presents the humorous journal of a year in the life of a fourteen-year-old British girl 
who tries to reduce the size of her nose, stop her mad cat from terrorizing the 
neighborhood animals, and win the love of handsome hunk Robbie. 
 
Rinaldi, Ann,  Acquaintance with Darkness.  
After her mother's death, fourteen-year-old Emily Pigbrush must go to live with her 
uncle, a doctor she suspects is a grave robber. 
 
Rowling, J.K., Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 
 
       Harry's fifth year at Hogwarts gets off to a rocky start and is compounded by the new 
Defense against the dark arts teacher. 
 
Ryan, Pam Munoz, Esperanza Rising 
 
       Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in 
Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to 
the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great 
Depression. 
 
Saldana, Rene, Finding Our Way: Stories 
Short stories involving Mexican Americans. 
 
Schwartz, Virginia Frances, Send One Angel Down 



      A young slave tries to hide the horrors of slavery from his younger cousin, a light-
skinned slave who is the daughter of the plantation owner. 
 
Shattered: Stories of Children and War. Edited by Jennifer Armstrong. 
  War stories involving children. 
 
Shusterman, Neal, Full Tilt 
 
       When sixteen-year-old Blake goes to a mysterious,  by-invitation-only carnival he 
somehow knows that it could save  his comatose brother, but soon learns that much more 
is at stake  if he fails to meet the challenge presented there by the beautiful Cassandra. 
 
Smith, Sherri L. Lucy the Giant. 
       Fifteen-year-old Lucy, the largest girl in her school,  leaves her small Alaska town 
and her alcoholic father and discovers hardship - and friendship - posing as an adult 
aboard a commercial fishing boat. 
 
Sones, Sonya. What My Mother Doesn't Know. 
      Sophie describes her relationships with a series of boys as she searches for Mr. Right. 
 
Soto, Gary Pacific Crossing 
       Fourteen-year-old Mexican American Lincoln Mendoza spends a summer with a 
host family in Japan, encountering new experiences and making new friends. 
 
Spinelli, Jerry. Stargirl 
 
       In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage  of nonconformity, and the 
thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever. 
 
Staples, Suzanne Fisher Shiva's Fire 
       In India, a talented dancer sacrifices friends and family  for her art.  
 
 
Taylor, Mildred. The Land. 
       Paul-Edward, the son of a part-Indian, part-African slave mother and a White 
plantation owner father, finds himself caught  between the two worlds of his parents as he 
pursues his dream of owning land in the aftermath of the Civil War. 
 
Tolan, Stephanie. Surviving the Applewhites. 
 
      Jake, a budding delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric 
Applewhite family's Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never 
knew he had. 
 
Tolkien, J.R.R., The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings Trilogy: The Fellowship of 
the Ring, The Two Towers, and The Return of the King 
The story of how the one ring came to the Hobbits and how they returned it to Mordor. 



Trueman, Terry Stuck in Neutral 
 
       Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and 
cannot function, relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, 
especially as he believes his father is planning to kill him. 
 
 
Vande Velde, Vivian, Heir Apparent, 
       While playing a total immersion virtual reality game of  kings and intrigue, fourteen-
year-old Giannine learns that  demonstrators have damaged the equipment to which she is  
connected, and she must win the game quickly or be damaged herself. 
 
Voigt, Cynthia. Elske. 
 
      Thirteen-year-old Elske escapes rape and certain death at the hands of the leaders of 
her barbaric society and later becomes handmaiden to a rebellious noblewoman whose 
rightful throne together they reclaim.  
 
 
Werlin, Nancy. Black Mirror. 
 
       Convinced her brother's death was murder rather than  suicide, sixteen-year-old 
Frances begins her own investigation  into suspicious student activities at her boarding 
school. 
 
Whelan, Gloria Homeless Bird 
When thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must either 
suffer a destiny dictated by India’s tradition or find the courage to oppose it. 
 
White, Ruth Memories of Summer 
     In 1955, thirteen-year-old Lyric finds her whole lifechanging when her family moves 
from the hills of Virginia to a town in Michigan and her older sister Summer begins 
descending into mental illness.  
 
Wilson, Diane I Rode a Horse of Milk White Jade 
Oyuna, crippled as a toddler and orphaned at seven, manages with sheer determination to 
become 'one who speaks with horses,' a woman who attempts to seek the great Kublai 
Khan. 
 
Wittlinger, Ellen. Razzle. 
      When his retired parents buy a group of tourist cabins on Cape Cod, fifteen-year-old 
Kenyon Baker's days are filled with repair work until he becomes friends with an 
eccentric girl and makes her the subject of a series of photographs. 
 
Wolff, Virginia Euwer. The Mozart Season. 



      When his retired parents buy a group of tourist cabins on Cape Cod, fifteen-year-old 
Kenyon Baker's days are filled with repair work until he becomes friends with an 
eccentric girl and makes her the subject of a series of photographs. 
 
Wolff, Virginia Euwer. True Believer. 
      Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns 
from old and new friends, and inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it - an 
occasion to rise to. 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline. Hush. 
      Twelve-year-old Toswiah finds her life changed when her family enters the witness 
protection program.  
 
Woodson, Jacqueline Miracle's Boys 
 
       Twelve-year-old Lafayette's close relationship with his  older brother Charlie 
changes after Charlie is released from a detention home and blames Lafayette for the 
death of their mother. 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline, Locomotion 
 
      In a series of poems eleven-year-old Lonnie writes about his life, after the death of his 
parents, separated from his younger sister, living in a foster home, and finding his poetic 
 voice at school.  
 
Wittlinger, Ellen,  Zigzag 
 
       A high-school junior makes a trip with her aunt and two cousins, discovering places 
she did not know existed and strengths she did not know she had.  
 
Yolen, Jane and Robert J. Harris. Girl in a Cage. 
 
       As English armies invade Scotland in 1306, eleven-year-old  Princess Marjorie, 
daughter of the newly crowned Scottish king,  Robert the Bruce, is captured by England's 
King Edward  Longshanks and held in a cage on public display. 
 
 
Yolen, Jane and Robert J. Harris Queen's Own Fool 
 
     When twelve-year-old Nicola leaves Troupe Brufort and serves as the fool for Mary, 
Queen of Scots, she experiences the political and religious upheavals in both France and 
Scotland. 
 
 
NON-FICTION 
 



Bitton-Jackson, Livia. I Have Lived a Thousand Years: Growing Up in the 
Holocaust.  
Thirteen when she and her family were sent to Auschwitz, Bitton-Jackson vividly 
describes the horrors they faced. 

 
Brown, Dee. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American 
West. 1970. 
There's another side of America's western expansion: the one seen through Native 
American eyes. 
 
Cooper, Ilene, Jack: The Early Years of John F. Kennedy 
A description of the childhood and youth of the thirty-fifth president. 
 
Crowe, Chris, Getting Away With Murder: The True Story of the Emmett Till  
Case 
 
Duncan, Lois. Who Killed My Daughter. 
Young adult author, Lois Duncan relates the story of her daughter's death and what 
measures she has taken to find the identity of the killer. 
 
Farrell, Jeanette Invisible Enemies: Stories of Infectious Diseases  
A fascinating account of the behaviors, treatments, and control of seven deadly diseases: 
smallpox, leprosy, plague, tuberculosis, malaria, cholera, and AIDS, and the scientists 
who studied and tamed them. 
 
Gourley, Catherine. Good Girl Work: Factories, Sweatshops, and How Women 
Changed Their Role in the Workforce 
 
Discusses the girls and women in the industrial workforce in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, and the reforms and movements that changed their working conditions and the 
nature of the work itself. 
 
Greenberg, Jan and Sandra Jordan. Vincent Van Gogh: Portrait of an Artist. 

       This book discusses the life and art of Vincent van Gogh,  nineteenth-century Dutch 
painter. 

Hamilton, Edith. Mythology. 1942. 
Gods and heroes, their clashes and adventures, come alive in this splendid retelling of the 
Greek, Roman, and Norse myths. 
 
Hampton, Wilborn. Meltdown: A Race Against Nuclear Disaster at Three Mile 
Island: A Reporter's Story. 
Account of the Three Mile Island nuclear disaster as written by reporter and eyewitness 
Wilborn Hampton. 
 



Hawk, Tony. Between Boardslides and Burnout: My Notes From the Road. 
      Professional skateboarder Tony Hawk chronicles the experiences he had while on the 
road, traveling betweencompetitions and demonstrations. 
 
Hickam, Homer H. Rocket Boys: A Memoir. 
Boys from a West Virginia mining town go to the National Science Fair with a rocket 
project that changes all their lives. Basis for the film “October Sky”. 
 
Levine, Ellen Darkness over Denmark : The Danish Resistance and the Rescue of the 
Jews 
       An account of people in Denmark who risked their lives to  protect and rescue their 
Jewish neighbors from the Nazis during  World War II. 
 
Murphy, Jim. Blizzard: the Storm that Changed America. 
 
      Presents a history, based on personal accounts and newspaper articles, of the massive 
snow storm that hit the Northeast in 1888, focusing on the events in New York City. 
 
Murphy, Jim, The Great Fire, 
Presents the history of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. 
 
Philbrick, Nathaniel. Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex. 

       This book recounts the 1820 sinking of the whaleship  "Essex" by an enraged sperm 
whale and how the crew of young men  survived against impossible odds.  

Pipher, Mary. Reviving Ophelia: Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls. 1994. 
Pipher looks at societal "girl poisoning" and the emotional and psychological havoc it 
wreaks on the lives of young women. 
 
McKissack, Patricia C. and Frederick L.,  Days of Jubilee: The End of Slavery in the 
United States, 
       Uses slave narratives, letters, diaries, military orders,  and other documents to 
chronicle the various stages leading to  the emancipation of slaves in the United States. 
 
Murphy, Jim,  An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow 
Fever Epidemic of 1793 
      This book describes the epidemic of yellow fever and the toll it took on Philadelphia's 
residents in 1793. 
 
Nelson, Peter, Left for Dead: A Young Man's Search for Justice for the USS 
Indianapolis. 
  Recalls the sinking of the USS Indianapolis at the end of World War II, the navy cover-
up and unfair court martial of the ship's captain, and how a young boy helped the 
survivors set the record straight fifty-five years later. 
 



Partridge, Elizabeth. This Land Was Made For You and Me: The Life & Songs of 
Woody Guthrie. 
       This is a biography of Woody Guthrie, a singer who wrote  over 3,000 folk songs 
and ballads as he traveled around the  United States, including "This Land is Your Land," 
"So Long It's Been Good to Know Yuh," and others. 
 
St. George, Judith In the Line of Fire: Presidents' Lives at Stake 
 
Discusses Presidential assassinations and attempts and the work of the Secret Service. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
 
Curie, Eve, Madam Curie: a Biography.  1937. 
In sharing personal papers and her own memories, a daughter pays tribute to her unique 
and generous mother, a scientific genius. 
 
Fleming, Candace,  Ben Franklin’s Almanac: Being a True Account of the Good 
Gentleman’s Life. 
      This book brings together eighteenth century etchings, artifacts, and quotations to 
create the effect of a scrapbook of the life of Benjamin Franklin.  
 
Fradin, Dennis Brindell, and Judith Bloom Fradin Ida B. Wells: Mother of the Civil 
Rights Movement 
Discusses the Civil Rights activist who crusaded against lynching. 
 
Keller, Helen, The Story of My Life. 1902. 
Overcoming deafness and blindness to become an outstanding citizen, Helen Keller 
embodies courage, passion, and perseverance. 
 
 
Myers, Walter Dean.The Greatest: Muhammad Ali. 
 
     An illustrated biography of boxing great Muhammad Ali that addresses his politics, 
his fight against Parkinson's disease, and the dangers of boxing. 
 
Myers, Walter Dean. Bad Boy: a Memoir. 
 
      Author Walter Dean Myers describes his childhood in Harlem in the 1940s and 
1950s, discussing his loving stepmother, his problems in school, his reasons for leaving 
home, and his beginnings as a writer. 
 
Nelson, Marilyn. Carver: a Life in Poems. 
Poems based on the life of George Washington Carver. 
 



Paulsen, Gary The Beet Fields 
The author recalls his experiences as a migrant laborer. 
 
 
 
 
 


